PSKILL+

M8 The social value of an
agritourism p

Learning Pill ®

Created by
SYNTHESIS

“The project “UPSKILL+" is co-funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European Union. The

Co-fundEd by content of publication is the sole responsibility of the Upskill+ Partners Consortium and neither the
. European Commission nor the Spanish Service for the Internationalisation of Education (SEPIE) is
the European U nion responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.”

Project number: 2022-1-ES01-KA220-ADU-000087959




Co-funded by Q
- the European Union UPSKI LL+

THE LEARNING PILL

[ — [ ]
=
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Duration: 2:15h

Key Concept:

Obijectives of the training pill:

« Understanding the process of integrating
social value into agritourism projects and
its broader impact on communities,
culture, and heritage.

« Community Engagement Strategies:
Discovering practical strategies to
enhance social value and engagement
within agritourism initiatives, such as
open communication, heritage
preservation, and collaboration with local
artisans.

» Empowering Skills: By organizing
workshops and training sessions, we aim
to enhance the abilities of community
members in organic farming, cooking, and
traditional crafts.

» To develop a Comprehensive
Understanding: Gain a deep understanding
of how to integrate social value into
agritourism projects and the resulting
impact on communities, culture, and
heritage.

« To Implement Effective Engagement
Strategies: Gain expertise in applying
practical strategies for maximizing social
value and community engagement in
agritourism.

» To Encourage Skill Development: Acquire
the expertise to arrange workshops and
training sessions that empower individuals
in the community.
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Practical Activity 1. Community Engagement Workshop (40 minutes)

1.Objective: To implement strategies for Effective Engagement

2.Preparation:

Before you start mentoring others, it's important to become acquainted with a variety of
situations that could arise in agritourism ventures. These scenarios, each presenting distinct
challenges and opportunities, will form the basis for engaging discussions on successful
community engagement.

Interactive Activities:

- Instructions for the activity:

- Begin the workshop by delivering a powerful presentation on the vital importance of
community engagement in agritourism projects. Highlighting the importance of active
involvement in creating social impact and its role in achieving overall success.

- Organize your mentees into smaller groups and assign them different scenarios to analyze.
Motivate them to come up with ideas and have conversations about successful methods for
involving the local community. Stress the importance of being open, preserving heritage, and
working together with local artisans.

- Guide and support group presentations, encouraging open discussions and providing
constructive feedback. This inclusive approach guarantees a wide array of perspectives.

- Wrap up the workshop by engaging in a reflective session. Help your mentees navigate the
wide range of engagement strategies and think about how they can be flexible in different
agritourism situations.

- Hypothetical Scenarios to analyse

Scenario 1: The Retreat in the Remote Village

You are thinking about starting an agritourism project in a town that is far away and doesn't
have many modern conveniences. The community has strong ties to traditional ways of doing
things, and farming is a big part of their income. The task is to get the locals to welcome tourists
while still keeping their old ways of life alive. What are some good ways to get people involved
that will help you find a mix between bringing in tourists and keeping the community's history
true?

Scenario 2: The Farm Sanctuary in the Suburbs

Imagine that an agritourism project is set up in a neighbourhood area with a mix of people. The
farm wants to be a safe place for animals that have been saved from different places. The hard
part is getting people from different cultural backgrounds and with different hobbies to care
about sustainable farming and animal welfare. How can you make sure that engagement
strategies are open to everyone and take into account the different interests of the community
while still promoting the goal of the agritourism project?
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Scenario 3 : The old farmstead

Think about an old farmstead that has a lot of cultural history that has been passed down from
generation to generation. The hard part is getting people in a community who are proud of their
past but having trouble with money to get involved. The goal is to bring in tourists who want to
learn about the history of the area while also giving the community economic chances. How can
you find the right mix between promoting historical and cultural activities and meeting the
community's economic needs?

1.Guidance for Discussion or Reflection:
Facilitate a collaborative discussion to uncover recurring themes and creative concepts arising
from the group presentations. Help your mentees understand the significance of customizing
engagement strategies to fit the specific traits of different communities, enhancing their
knowledge of successful community participation in agritourism.

Activity 2: Skill Development Mini-Workshops based in Storytelling (40 minutes)
1.0Objective: To Enhance Community Engagement through Storytelling
2.Preparation:
- Developing a presentation concerning the efficacy of narratives in fostering community
involvement in agritourism endeavours.
- Incorporate a series of prompts or scenarios that pertain to agritourism initiatives.

Instructions for the activity:

- The workshop should start with a condensed presentation on the role that storytelling plays in
increasing participation in community activities. It is important to highlight some examples of
successful agritourism programs that made effective use of storytelling.

- Participants should be split up into smaller groups, and each group should be given a situation
or stimulus that is associated with an agritourism venture.

The participants, working in their own groups, are tasked with writing a brief narrative that
effectively conveys the spirit of the project, with an emphasis on community involvement and
the varied cultural backgrounds of the participants.

- Every group shares their tale with the class, concentrating on how their account might connect
with members of the community and anyone who could visit the area in the future.

- To wrap things off, have a round table conversation with everyone about how successful
storytelling may be in increasing community involvement in agritourism projects.

Simulated Scenarios

Scenario 1: "Promoting Sustainability Through Heritage"

In the charming area of Famagusta, surrounded by beautiful hills and fertile landscapes, the
community is enthusiastic about adopting sustainable agriculture practices while also honouring
its vibrant cultural heritage. The villagers, enthusiastic about their traditional farming practices
and unique cultural heritage, have made the decision to start an agritourism project to showcase
their way of life to visitors.
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Prompt:

Your agritourism group has been given the exciting opportunity to craft a captivating narrative
that showcases Famagusta's unwavering dedication to sustainable agriculture and the
preservation of its rich cultural heritage. Incorporate aspects of traditional farming methods,
highlight the community's deep bond with the land, and showcase their efforts towards a
sustainable future.

Main Themes:

Practices that promote sustainable agriculture
Preserving and honouring our cultural heritage
Building a strong bond with the land

Scenario 2: "Deryneia: Bridging Generations"

In the charming village of Deryneia, families have passed down traditional farming methods for
generations. Now, as the village looks toward the future, there is a strong motivation to connect
different generations and implement sustainable farming practices. The community has a vision
for an agritourism project that highlights their agricultural traditions while also emphasizing the
seamless integration of the past and present.

Prompt: Your agritourism group has been given the exciting opportunity to create a compelling
narrative that showcases the seamless shift from conventional to environmentally-friendly
farming methods in the picturesque Harmony Hills. Take into account the inclusion of stories
from elders who pass down wisdom, young farmers who embrace innovation, and the
community's dedication to preserving tradition and the environment.

Main Themes:

- Building a bridge between different generations of farmers

- Embracing sustainable agriculture A community dedicated to preserving tradition while
embracing innovation

Guidance for Discussion or Reflection:

Facilitate a thoughtful reflection on the practical skills gained during the activities. Encourage
your mentees to have a conversation about incorporating these skills into agritourism initiatives,
enhancing the experience for the community and visitors.
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Tips and Suggestions:

o Taking part actively
Take an active part in events, workshops, and discussions. Your opinion is helpful for learning as a
group.

» Being open-minded
Be ready to learn about different points of view on agritourism and community involvement when
you go to the training.

o Think critically
When you look at case studies and scenarios, use critical thought skills. Think about the problems
and chances that might come up in each situation.

» Working together:
Encourage working together when doing tasks with a group. Talk about what you think and learn
from what your peers have said and done.

» Practice with Reflection:
Take some time to think about what you've learned and done. You might want to think about how
the ideas can be used in real life.

» How to Talk to People:
Improve the way you talk to people. Make your points clear when you're talking or giving a show.

» Ability to adapt:
Be able to handle the different situations and problems that come up in the case studies. Look into
new ideas and ways of doing things.

» Being creative when telling a story:
For the game where you tell a story, be creative. Write a story that gets across the main points of an
agritourism project, focusing on how it will benefit the community, the environment, and culture.

 Participation by Hands:
Take part in all hands-on events, like the skill-building mini-workshops. These activities will help you
learn more about the practical side of healthy farming and getting involved in your community.

o Approaching with curiosity
When you need to, ask questions and get more information. Get excited about learning because this
training is a chance to do so.

 Linking up
Talk to your friends and guiders. Networking can help people work together and give them useful
information.

« Take alook at real examples
Think about how the things you learned in the training can be used in agritourism projects in the real
world. Think about how it will affect people, the economy, and the world.
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Regarding the different kinds of people in the community, how can we make sure that
agritourism projects are open to everyone?

Being inclusive means getting everyone in the community involved, no matter their age, gender,
or ability. A feeling of belonging and equal participation are promoted by making programs easy
to access, meeting a range of needs, and involving community members in decision-making.

What methods can be used to get people in the area to support agritourism projects even if
they are sceptical or unwilling to take part?

One way to get past reluctance is to build trust through open communication, involve the
community in decision-making, and show how agritourism can help. Key strategies are to
address concerns and show how the project will help people in the long run.

How can agritourism help improve educational chances for both tourists and people who live in
the area?

Agritourism is a way to teach people about healthy farming, protecting the environment, and
problems that farmers face in rural areas. Workshops and training events can help people in the
community learn new things and improve the skills they already have.

What can be done to make sure that agritourism projects don't hurt the earth too much?

You can lessen your effect on the environment by doing things like properly managing trash,
using renewable energy, and farming in a way that doesn't harm the land. Teaching visitors
about how to take care of the environment also helps raise knowledge and support conservation
efforts.

Conclusion:

This training pill functioned as a comprehensive manual for subsequent mentors and agritourism
participants. The course emphasized a holistic approach to sustainable and community-centric
agritourism initiatives, from comprehending social value integration to nurturing skill
development and implementing effective engagement strategies. By integrating theoretical
knowledge, hands-on exercises, and real-life case studies, the program offered participants a
comprehensive educational encounter that equipped them with the necessary skills to make
significant contributions to the dynamic field of agritourism. As the investigation into the
convergence of agriculture, tourism, and community development persists, may these
revelations serve as motivation for an emerging cohort of agritourism fervent dedicated to
effecting constructive societal change. Welcome to the paradigm-shifting domain of agritourism!
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